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in advertising, rustling and time before good results can be obtained. With enough capital this question is easily settled, but it may mean failure to a man of small means before he can get returns.
In years past some one may have so handled concrete work in a locality that a prejudice exists against its use; he having used a poor quality of sand, gravel, or possibly cement; though an even chance poor workmanship. It little matters what the error has been; results will be slower and more expensive until this sentiment is overcome. Therefore the place not so hampered, for the man of small capital, is the best; though a hustler with good goods to make good with, can win out in any community.
A locality that has supported a brick-yard of any size should be able to furnish work for a block plant, though there are many such places where the cost of transporting the sand, gravel and cement will practically prohibit manufacturing blocks at a profit While, on the other hand, all the materials for block-making may be close at hand, and cheap, in a locality that has no materials for brick-making.
Stone in some places may be cheap enough to materially interfere with the use of concrete blocks on account of cost. I think that such cases are rare. No doubt but that brick cuts a more important figure, though I know of instances where the price of brick, a few years ago, could not be touched with concrete for foundations even, including basement walls; where now more than half the work is concrete, and growing in favor. Timber in some localities has to an extent kept out concrete, and will for some years to come; but owing to a material advance in the price of lumber, conditions are changing.
Having decided on the community or town in which to locate, the next item to be considered is the location of the plant. This should be as nearly as possible so situated that the cost of transportation will be reduced to a minimum. The cartage on the finished block will be, in most instances, more for the same distances than that of the raw materials. So a location central for the finished product should be looked for, at the same time keeping in mind that, if possible, a location near a railroad siding will be very convenient. On account of receiving cement, and, in many instances, sand and gravel, by rail, the expense account can be kept down, as well as being in a position to make shipments of the finished product, with all cartage cut out. Where water transportation is possible, it should be considered in this connection.
The plant should be located where water under pressure can be cheaply obtained, either from the city mains or a system constructed for the purpose, as water under pressure must be had for sprinkling the blocks and the various uses of the factory.